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Jesus is coming soon! This is the message of the New Testament. It is one of the central beliefs of
Christianity since the time of Christ. However, there has never been a time in history when all of the
things Jesus said were going to take place at the time of His return are actually occurring. Until now!
Even a decade ago, there were still things that had not happened, or were not possible, and the puzzle
had not yet come together. Everything now fits together in perfect harmony. What an exciting time to be
alive and witness Bible prophecy being fulfilled daily. We are truly living in the last days.

What is the Second Coming?

For 2000 years, Christians have been watching, waiting and praying for Jesus to return for His
church, an event called the Second Coming. Revelation 22:20 states, “He who testifies to these things says,
“Yes, I am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” This event actually consists of two parts. The first is
the secret coming of Jesus, termed the Rapture, or a “catching away” of the saints. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-
18 says, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and
with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the
Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 1t occurs in the “twinkling of an eye” according to
1 Corinthians 15:50-53. It will occur without warning and all those who are followers of Jesus Christ and
alive at His coming, will be caught up with Him and all the Christians who have died since His
Resurrection, and removed from this world.

It is comforting to know that the Rapture occurs before God pours out His wrath on this evil
world, as evidenced by the fact that the church is no longer mentioned after Revelation 4:1. Jesus tells the
Church of Philadelphia that because they have persevered, they will be kept from (eck, a Greek word
meaning taken out of) the time of Tribulation in Revelation 3:10. For more on the Rapture, see my
handout entitled “Who Will Be Taken in the Rapture,” available in our office and read I Thessalonians
4:13-18. The second part of the Second Coming is the public coming of Jesus seven years after the
Rapture, after the Tribulation period, at the Battle of Armageddon to destroy the Antichrist and his
followers and save the Jewish people (see Revelation 19:11-21).

Can we know when Jesus will return?

Many say that we can’t know when Jesus will return. They point to verses in the Bible like
Matthew 24:36: “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the
Father alone.” Since the prophecies in Daniel are very specific about the Messiah’s Second Coming,
exactly 2520 days after the beginning of the Tribulation period and the revealing of the Antichrist, we do
know the exact date of Jesus’ public Second Coming. What we don’t know is the date of His secret coming,
the Rapture. However, people ignore what Jesus said a few verses before in Matthew 24:33: “so, you too,
when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door.” This is in the form of a
command, to recognize when He is about to return. Not the day or the hour, but the season. It means to
recognize the signs of the times, not to ignore them.

Peter predicted that in the last days there would be apathy and disbelief about the return of Jesus.
In 2 Peter 3:3-4, he says: “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking,



following after their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers
fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” However, whether people want to
believe that Jesus is coming or not, the fact is that He is going to return as He promised in John 14:1-3
“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so,  would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”

In Matthew 24:42, Jesus said: “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is
coming.” We must be on the alert, living as if Jesus could come at any moment. However, if Jesus did not
want us to know about the time of His return, why did He give us so much detail in Matthew 24 and
Luke 21?7 Why did John write the Book of Revelation, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, if the Lord
does not want us to be aware of what is to come? We won’t know the day or hour of His return, but we
must know the signs of the times. Why?

As we see the day of His return approaching, what should we be doing? Jesus tells us in Matthew
24:43-44: “But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief
was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. For
this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.”
We need to keep our house in order and not let the thief, the devil, into our lives or our families. We need
to be alert and keep our guard up against deception (see below) and apathy. Jesus could come at any
moment, just when you don’t think He will return. In Matthew 24:45-51, Jesus says if we are living like
He is not returning today, we will be thrown out with the unbelievers. We need to be living holy lives as
we wait for His coming. We need to be sharing our faith with the lost and bearing much fruit for the
Lord.

What are the signs of the Imminent Return of Jesus Christ?

What signs did Jesus and the writers of the Bible give us that we are living in the last days before
His return?

1. Bible prophecy hinges on the nation of Israel being in existence. It was not a nation from 586
BC thru 1948 AD. It became a nation in 1948, for the first time in 2534 years! Israel is the center of end
time prophecies. No one could claim to be living in the last days until 1948. Much of Bible prophecy and
the book of Revelation concerns Israel. The Jewish people are God’s chosen, the apple of His eye.

In the parable of the fig tree in Matthew 24:32-35 and Luke 21:29-33, Jesus speaks of Israel. “Now
learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves, you
know that summer is near; so, you too, when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at the
door. Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.” InJoel 1:7 and Hosea 9:10, Israel is referred to as
the fig tree. When we see the fig tree blossom again, along with the other signs Jesus spoke of in Matthew
24 and Luke 21, the generation that was alive to see those things happening would not die before His
return. How long is a generation? That is a matter of debate. Anywhere between 40-54 years, according
to Biblical scholars. However you look at it, time is winding down. All of the signs have been fulfilled.
Jesus could come at any moment.

2. Not only did Israel have to be in existence for Jesus to come again, but also Jerusalem had to be
its capital. This occurred in a miraculous war from June 5-10, 1967 called the Six Day War. A massive
Arab army attacked Israel and against incredible odds, with miracles only God could perform, they not
only defeated the Arabs, but also recaptured Jerusalem as its capital. While we hear of world politicians
trying to divide it up or give it away, Jerusalem is not theirs to give away - it belongs to the nation of Israel
as its capital by the Lord’s will. World War III will occur when the nations try to divide up Jerusalem. In
fact, during the Tribulation, the Antichrist sets up his headquarters in Jerusalem.



Why is Jerusalem so important? Jerusalem sits at the geographic center of the world. It is the city
of David, Israel’s greatest king, and the site of the Temple built by Solomon to Yahweh, one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world. Many wars have been fought over Jerusalem and Yahweh brought the Jews
back to it after the Babylonian captivity to re-build Jerusalem and the Temple. The seventy weeks of
Daniel all concern Jerusalem. Jesus was crucified and resurrected in Jerusalem; He will return there for
the Battle of Armageddon because the nations are coming against Jerusalem. According to Luke 1:31-32,
Jesus will rule and reign in His Millennial Kingdom from Jerusalem.

For Christians, Jerusalem is the center of much of the Bible, the place where our Savior chose to
die for us, and the place where the gospel began to be preached. While the Muslims claim that Jerusalem
is their third holy place, the Jews were given Jerusalem by the Lord 3000 years ago as the place where His
Temple and His presence would be, a long time before the Muslims decided it was important. By the way,
the Temple is ready to be rebuilt in Jerusalem. The plans are drawn up, the implements have been made,
the priests have been trained, and the Red Heifer that must be used for cleansing the Temple /atonement
has reappeared after 2000 years. All that is needed is for the Antichrist to negotiate the peace to allow it
to be built next to the Muslim mosque.

3. There must be a revived Roman Empire, according to Daniel’s prophecies. In 1948, the
European Common Market began with 3 nations. It increased to 10 nations in 1981 and officially became
known as the European Union. It now encompasses much of the landmass of the original Roman Empire.
This is the final 7t world empire, according to Revelation 17:10. The EU will become global per Daniel
7:23. Itis interesting that this move toward globalism has already progressed quite far; it is called the
New World Order and is embraced by most of our world leaders. There are secret organizations working
behind the scenes to make this global government happen, with a single monetary system. The
Antichrist will be the head of this New World Order and will control all nations, according to Revelation
13:7. The EU is quickly becoming one of the dominant world powers and will spearhead this New World
Order, emerging as the only hope for the world after the Rapture.

Unfortunately, the EU has become a godless entity. It has removed any references to God in their
constitution. The nations that make up the EU have become largely secular and anti-religious. Consider
Germany and Great Britain, two past centers for Christianity, where now only 2% of the population
attends church any week. Most churches have been turned into museums or, even more ironic, mosques.
Many of the EU nations have become increasingly Muslim, which will make it easy for the future leader,
the Antichrist, to rule-if he is a Muslim.

The Antichrist will come out of the EU nations, but remember that the Roman Empire had 2
branches, a western one whose capital was Rome and an eastern one whose capital was Constantinople.
These are the two legs and feet of iron in Daniels’ vision. The Antichrist could come from the eastern
branch, whose nations are mostly Muslim. Remember, the statue in Daniel’s vision had ten toes; could
this be the 10 nations that started the EU? Or does it refer to the 10 divisions of the world developed by
several secret societies, including the Club of Rome, dedicated to a world government?

4. There needs to be the capability to give every human being on earth a mark, called the Mark of
the Beast, whereby they can be tracked and their buying controlled. Besides the rising of the Antichrist,
a political leader, there will be a False Prophet, a spiritual leader. This is covered in Revelation 13:11-
15. This spiritual leader has the outward trappings of a Christian (lamb), but the words and power of the
devil. His purpose is to deceive the world and have all the world worship the Antichrist as the only true
god. He is even able to perform deceptive miracles, even calling fire down from heaven. He creates an
image that appears to live and all who do not worship the Antichrist are hunted down and killed by
beheading. There is only one religion that still has beheading as a valid form of execution-Islam. Could
this religious leader be someone who merges together apostate Christianity with Islam? That coming
together is already happening, a move toward a united world religion called Chrislam.



The False Prophet institutes a system to mark every human being on the earth. Revelation 13:16-
18 says, “And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the
slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, and he provides that no one will be able
to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name.
Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of
a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six.” Up until recently, it would have been impossible to
conceive of such a marking system. Now, it is very apparent how it could be done. A tiny computer chip
implanted into the back of the hand to be used by a scanner to verify that you are allowed to buy or sell.
We already do this with our pets and the military. Cash would be a thing of the past; actually, for most of
us, it already is. There are computers in existence that can perform 23,000 trillion calculations per
second. That means that they can manage 143,000 bits of data on each person on this planet every
second! Satellites can track your every movement. This is no longer science fiction-it can happen now!

5. There has to be a world power called Russia. Daniel describes Russia as a beast that looks like a
bear in his visions of the end times. It is interesting to note that the bear is Russia’s emblem. In Ezekiel
38 and 39, World War IlI is described as an end time event as nations come against Israel. Again, this
could not have happened until 1948 as there was no Israel. In Ezekiel 38:1-2, the instigator of this war is
identified: cities that are located in present day Russia (Rosh), which in Daniel 11:40 is called the King of
the North. Moscow is on a line directly north of Israel. Russia joins with a confederation of Muslim
countries, called the King of the South, and identified in Ezekiel 38:5-6 and Daniel 11:43. These include
Iran, Libya, Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Ethiopia, and others. Of note, Russia has mutual defense agreements with
many Muslim nations and is steadily building alliances today, while most of these nations hate Israel and
the US and would love to see us destroyed.

Russia was not considered a world player until after World War II. It was certainly not when these
prophecies were written. Yet, there is Russia leading an all out attack against Israel. Why? Ezekiel 38:12
says, “to capture spoil and to seize plunder, to turn your hand against the waste places which are now
inhabited, and against the people who are gathered from the nations, who have acquired cattle and goods,
who live at the center of the world” Russia and the Muslim nations need the resources that little Israel has.
Israel has large oil and other petroleum reserves. Israel has turned the desert into a blooming garden,
one of the largest produce producing nations in that part of the world. Israel has great wealth, a blessing
from the Lord. However, the other major issue is the intense hatred of the Muslims for the Jewish nation
and their desire to wipe out the nation and people of Israel. Since Russia is becoming increasingly
Muslim, keeping their population happy will be essential.

This last day’s war with Russia and its Muslim allies, the first part of the Battle of Armageddon,
will end in disaster. The Lord is bringing them against Israel to show His power to the world to rescue
His people. Ezekiel 38: 21-23 says, “I will call for a sword against him on all My mountains,” declares the
Lord God. “Every man'’s sword will be against his brother. With pestilence and with blood I will enter into
judgment with him; and I will rain on him and on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, a
torrential rain, with hailstones, fire and brimstone. I will magnify Myself, sanctify Myself, and make Myself
known in the sight of many nations; and they will know that I am the Lord.” Joel 2:3 seems to describe
atomic warfare of some kind or perhaps God will just rain down fire from Heaven as He did on Sodom.
Ezekiel says that the people of Israel will spend seven months burying all the dead and destroying all the
weapons. Russia will be pushed back to Siberia (Joel 2:20), a mere remnant of what its army was.

6. There has to be a world power called China. After the war with Russia, the first part of the end
time Battle of Armageddon, China uses the opportunity to rebel against the rule of the Antichrist and
marches to the Middle East for the second part of the Battle of Armageddon. China has mutual
assistance treaties with Russia. China is not alone; they are teamed up with several other oriental nations
and they are called the Kings of the East in Revelation 16:12. Their army is 200 million strong in
Revelation 9:16. Up to now, it was inconceivable that an army that size could ever be amassed. China is



able to do so today, by itself, let alone with North Korea and other partners. They cross through the
Euphrates River in Revelation 9:14 and Revelation 16:12. It is noteworthy that Turkey has built a series
of dams on the Euphrates for power that would allow the river to be stopped completely if all were
closed.

China is truly a world power, but again this is a relatively recent development, since the 1960’s. It
has a massive economy and a population over 1 billion people. China owns much of the US and western
debt and is a major exporter to the world of goods and, unfortunately, terrorism. China supports many
terrorist states with technology, funding, and training. It has a massive military machine and is
developing an aggressive space program. They will not stay under the thumb of the Antichrist for long
and will attempt to seize power. The result will be the death of a third of the inhabitants of the earth in
Revelation 9:15-19, perhaps by nuclear war.

After this battle, demons gather the rest of the world together to do battle with Jesus in Revelation
16:13-14. This includes the Antichrist and the armies of the EU, the remaining armies of Russia and the
Muslims, and the remaining armies of China and its allies. This is the third and final Battle of
Armageddon and occurs as Jesus returns with the armies of Heaven in Revelation 19:19-21. They will do
battle in a valley in Israel called Megiddo, which Napoleon called the greatest natural battlefield in the
world. There is no contest and the rebellious, evil armies of the earth are destroyed by the Lord Jesus to
save the nation of Israel and introduce the Millennium of peace.

7. There has to be a strong Iran (Persia). Again, this has been a relatively recent development.
Iran had been a major world player ever since the days of the Medes and Persians defeating Babylon and
becoming one of the great world empires. However, it lost much of its prestige and power after being
conquered by Greece and Alexander the Great. Its poor economy and Muslim sectarian fighting have held
Iran back. Now, Iran is a major terrorist state with finances, Russian and North Korean help, and a
radical Muslim leader who openly wants to destroy Israel. It has a large army and actively trains suicide
bombers for export. Iran believes that their Islamic savior, the Mahdi, can’t return until Israel is
destroyed and it is their responsibility to wipe them off the earth. It is actively pursuing a nuclear bomb
and is not afraid to use it. Does the absence of the US in end time prophecy have anything to do with the
threat of nuclear bombs, being used on our cities by a radical Iran, that causes our lack of involvement?

It is interesting that the United States does not appear in any significant role in end times events.
There are several references in the Bible to a land represented by an eagle (Isaiah 18:1-7, Ezekiel 17:7-8,
Daniel 7:2-4, 2 Esdras 2,3). America is represented by a bald eagle and it was purposely chosen by our
founding fathers as a fulfillment of these prophecies. America was founded as a Christian nation. We
were to be a haven for the Jews and to support the rebirth of Israel. We were to spread the gospel around
the world. However, even though we have achieved those goals, we rejected God in the 1960’s by
removing Him, the Bible and prayer from our schools, courts and public places. We have turned to
openly support murder (abortion), homosexuality, adultery, immorality, gluttony, idolatry, and every
other conceivable sin. America’s position, power, and influence have declined ever since. We are not
mentioned in Revelation. We will continue to decline and will be gobbled up by the New World Order,
possibly held hostage by our debt to China, the threat of nuclear war with Russia, and potential Islamic
terrorism against our cities.

8. Deception. The disciples came to Jesus in Matthew 24:3, after they had left Jerusalem and Jesus
predicted that the Temple would be destroyed. Here is what happened: “As He was sitting on the Mount
of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will
be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” They asked Jesus plainly what would be the sign of
His coming. The next thing Jesus says is the answer. We read in Matthew 24:4-5, “And Jesus answered
and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the
Christ,” and will mislead many.” That is the final sign, deception. Not just any old lies, but the ultimate
deception: people and religions claiming they are the Christ, or the Savior, and sent by God. These false



Christs and false religions will deceive “many”. In fact, He says in 24:24 that the deception will be so
great that the very elect (people chosen by God) could be deceived.

We are living in the days of great deception. There are hundreds of people in the world claiming
to be the Messiah, the Savior, or Jesus and have large followings. False religions claim that they have the
way to salvation and Heaven by following them and their laws and have deceived many. These false
religions include Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and the New Age
movement. Over half the people of the world are following these false teachings. The population of
atheists and agnostics is growing rapidly as people believe the lies of the evolutionary theory that there is
no God, that we evolved from slime, and this is all just a big cosmic accident. They are seeking their own
truth instead of what God says is true; it is easier to not believe in God than to submit to His rules.

People are self-centered and creating their own religious beliefs that they are comfortable with
and allows them to do what they want. They are believing the lies that the Bible is not true and it was
written by men; that Jesus is not God and that He did not die on the cross and rise from the dead; and that
Jesus was just a man and had a wife (Mary Magdalene) and children. However, the ultimate deception is
that all paths lead to Heaven, even though the Bible says the opposite-there is only one path.

If the Bible is true, all of these deceived people are destined for an eternity in hell. InJohn 3:3,
we read “Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” According to Jesus, you must be born again to go to Heaven. How does that happen?
Jesus tells us in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” So, you can be born again only by believing in Jesus.
This means trusting in Jesus for your salvation by His death on the cross and His resurrection and then
giving Him the control of your life. What happens if you don’t believe in Jesus? He tells us in John 3:17-
18, “For God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved
through Him. He who believes in Him is not condemned; he who does not believe has been condemned
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” So much for all paths
leading to Heaven; Jesus did not leave that as an option.

Who could be responsible for this deception and what is the motive? The author is none other
than Satan himself, the devil, named Lucifer in Isaiah 14:12. Lucifer was God’s most beautiful angel, but
became full of pride and believed he should be God. He led a rebellion in Heaven and we discover that
one third of the angels followed him. In Revelation 12:7-9, we read: And war broke out in heaven:
Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not
prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent
of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him. Jesus called him the father of lies, a murderer, in John 8:44. He deceived Eve in
the Garden of Eden and has been deceiving people since. His angels, called demons, are creating havoc
throughout the world for its people. He is temporarily the ruler of this world system and Paul says in
Ephesians 2:2 that he is the spirit that works in those who disobey God.

What is Satan’s motive? Satan hates the Jews because they are God’s chosen people and a Jewish
woman gave birth to the Savior. Satan hates Jesus and all who belong to Him because He defeated the
devil at the cross and in His resurrection from the dead. Satan knows that his time is short according to
Revelation 12:12 and so he is trying everything he can to get enough people on his side so that he can win
the battle with Jesus at Armageddon. He has lost the souls of those who have surrendered their lives to
Christ, so he is trying to wreck their lives and distract them from doing ministry and sharing their faith
with the lost. He has implemented a very detailed and well thought out plan to deceive the population,
destroy the environment, sicken the people, and distract everyone by getting them obsessed with their
own pleasure and comfort.

9. Wars. Jesus said in Matthew 24:6-7, “You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that
you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom...” The last 100 years have seen two World Wars and



numerous other regional conflicts. Up to 65 million died in World War I (including the Spanish flu) and
70 million in World War II. More people have died in the last 100 years in wars than all the rest of human
history combined. We have developed much more efficient ways of killing massive numbers of people
and nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons are hanging over our heads as the great threat to our
future. There has not been a day in the last 100 years when there was not a war going on somewhere in
the world.

The translation for “nation” is actually ethnic group and we have witnessed many instances of
ethnic cleansing within regions of the world. Stalin killed millions of his own Russian people. The
holocaust in World War II resulted in Hitler killing millions of Jews, Christians, and Russians just because
of their ethnicity and religion. We have seen the same in Cambodia, Laos, Rwanda, and the Balkans. In
fact, Muslim denominations hate and kill each other with increasing frequency all over the world today.
Jesus said not to be afraid and that there was more to come before He returns to end the violence and
bring true peace.

War has taken on new meaning in our time. It also includes cyber warfare, where nations and
terrorists can use computer viruses and other means to disrupt computer control systems for our
military, government, power grid, and economy. This can result in severe hardships and death for those
traveling, seriously ill, and with handicaps and special needs. We have given control of our lives to a mass
of machines and technology that is vulnerable to attack. Using electromagnetic pulses, the entire power
grid could be neutralized, severely crippling our world.

10. Famines and natural disasters. Jesus said in Matthew 24:7, “and in various places there will
be famines and earthquakes.” In the last 100 years, we have seen horrible famines affecting millions of
people as the food supply becomes stressed and the weather worsens with droughts, fires, and floods. In
Luke 21:11, Jesus said there would also be plagues, which actually means pestilences, or diseases caused
by animals. We have seen many global pandemics involving diseases transmitted by animals, including
HIV, Ebola, Spanish Flu, Bird Flu, Swine Flu, Smallpox and others that have killed hundreds of millions of
people. We are also increasingly dealing with MRSA and other antibiotic resistant organisms, like TB,
that are killing many. Food borne illnesses affect hundreds of millions each year and especially target the
young and elderly.

In Luke 21:25, Jesus said, “and on the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of
the sea and the waves.” We have seen terrible hurricanes, typhoons, and tsunamis in the last 50 years
and they are escalating in frequency and intensity. The nations of the world and the scientific community
are at a loss to know how to deal with these natural disasters. Killer earthquakes are increasing in
frequency and intensity, what Jesus called birth pains that get closer together and stronger in severity.
The US Geological Survey says the number of major earthquakes per decade was 5 from 1890-1949; 9 in
the 1950’s; 13 in the 1960’s; 54 in the 1970’s; 74 in the 1980’s; and hundreds each decade since. It seems
as though the child is about to deliver! Add to this a great increase in killer tornadoes, massive wild
fires, and devastating flooding and it seems nature is in an upheaval. Paul says in Romans 8:22, “ For we
know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.” Even our
natural world is awaiting the return of Jesus to set it free.

11. Worldwide persecution of Christians. Jesus said in the last days, “Then they will deliver you
to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.” We are seeing in
the last ten years the greatest persecution of Christians since Jesus left this world. Christians are being
hunted down, killed, imprisoned, and otherwise persecuted in 130 countries. Islam believes and teaches
that Muslims must kill Christians. Hindus and Buddhists are also killing Christians. In the EU and US,
religious freedoms are being eroded away as the governments become more secular and atheistic.
Christians are portrayed in the media as stupid, foolish, intolerant, and hateful of other religious beliefs
and lifestyles. The government and the courts have marginalized Christians and their beliefs. Despite



this persecution, Christianity continues to grow, especially in the very countries where they are being
persecuted the most.

12. Apostasy. Jesus said in Matthew 24:10, “At that time many will fall away and will betray one
another and hate one another.” Jesus is speaking about falling away from the Christian faith, betraying and
hating other Christians and church members. We are living in a time when traditional Christian beliefs
are being watered down with a gospel that makes people feel good, but is not what the writers of the
Bible taught and believed. Churches are not only changing to meet the needs of this generation and
present the gospel in creative ways, but are changing the basic message of Jesus and the writers of the
Bible. Many churches look more like a nightclub than a holy house for the Lord. Christian denominations
are increasingly intolerant of each other’s views. People are more concerned with their own pleasures
and comforts than with the needs of others, even in their own church.

What did Jesus have to say about this end time church? In Revelation 3:15-17, Jesus says of the
Church of Laodicea, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.
So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. Because you say, “I
am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched
and miserable and poor and blind and naked.” In the original language, Jesus says He is going to vomit
them out of His mouth because they make Him so sick. Lukewarm. That is what the church, in general,
has become today. Will Jesus vomit us out of His mouth? He wants a church and disciples that are hot for
Him.

So how does Jesus define a true follower of His, a real Christian? In Luke 9:23-24, we read, “And He
was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily
and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the
one who will save it.” Jesus made it pretty clear what it means to be a follower, or a disciple, of His. He
offers it to anyone, not just a special elite group. It is our choice; He gives us free will to choose to follow
Him or the ways of this world. He wants us to come after Him, meaning a passionate pursuit of Him, as
you would pursue the most important thing in your life. When we follow Jesus, as would have happened
to a group of students following a rabbi in that time, you go everywhere with your teacher; you eat with
him, spend all your time with him, sleep next to him, learn from him, and become like him.

To follow Jesus, you have to deny yourself, your agenda, your plans, your selfish motives, and
your lusts. You have to take up your cross, an instrument of torture and humiliation reserved for the
lowest of criminals, and lug it through the streets as Jesus did. That means proclaiming you belong to
Jesus in your home, neighborhood, job, and community. And you have to do that every day. As a
follower, you realize that giving all this up for Jesus and suffering potential persecution is not a burden,
because the eternal rewards awaiting you far outweigh the loss of comforts and pleasures in this life.
Jesus is coming in the Rapture for followers, not fans who just admire Him.

13. Lawlessness and cold hearts. We read in Matthew 24:12, “ Because lawlessness is increased,
most people’s love will grow cold.” As the population becomes increasingly secular and rejects traditional
Judeo-Christian laws and values, people are embracing lifestyles and choices that would have been
unheard of a century ago. We live in a society that believes it can change important documents written
by our founding fathers and other laws that don’t fit with current morals and beliefs. Paul says in
Romans 1, that when a society embraces homosexuality and other unnatural lusts, that society is given
over by God for judgment. This has been true for every major civilization in history and will be true for
us.

As we move away from laws that protect the poor, defenseless, the unborn, the sanctity of
marriage, and traditional values, people become more self absorbed and self-centered. The result is
that people have become cold hearted and less loving of their fellow human beings. Volunteerism and
charitable giving are decreasing. The media has desensitized us to death, murder and violence of all
kinds. Violence against others is increasing at an alarming rate, including murder, euthanasia, genocide,



abortion, assault, bullying, rape, spouse abuse, child abuse, elder abuse, and sexual abuse. It has become
a cold world.

14. Worldwide gospel preaching. We read in Matthew 24:14, “ This gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.” Until recently,
no one could have envisioned this. However, with the advent of the Internet, computers, satellites,
worldwide travel, TV, radio, social networking, DVD players and the rest of our modern communications
system, everyone in the world can be exposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Jesus Film has been
shown to 4 billion people out of the 7 billion on this planet. Missionaries are reaching unreached people
groups with this film (translated to over 1000 languages), Bibles, and other evangelistic materials in their
own language. Even in hostile, closed countries, people can receive electronic gospel presentations via
the Internet or social networks. More missionaries are now going out from places like South Korea and
China than from the US and are reaching more of their own people groups. Everyone has the good news
available.

15. Worldwide travel. God told Daniel 2700 years ago about the last days, “But as for you, Daniel,
conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge
will increase.” 1t is certain that many of you are traveling “back and forth”. We have more cars than ever
with billions of people traveling everywhere daily. We can get on a train, subway, bus or other mass
transit system and go wherever we need. We can get on a plane and be anywhere in the world in a short
time. We can sail the seas in luxurious vessels to all sorts of destinations. We can even fly into space and
back to deliver cargo to a space station or just for fun. We have been to other worlds on manned flights
or using remote controlled robots. Consider the world 2700 years ago. You traveled by foot, camel,
donkey, or chariot and it was inconceivable for Daniel to think of traveling like we do today.

[t is interesting to note that Daniel’s words were “concealed” and his book was “sealed” until
recently, not understandable with the knowledge we had. Now, with the passing of history, the
fulfillment of prophecy, and our current technological revolution, the things he envisioned are very
understandable. Prophecy teachers are getting fresh revelations from the Holy Spirit. The alignment of
nations is exactly as Daniel foretold. The book has been unsealed.

16. Knowledge explosion. Daniel was also told that knowledge would increase in the last days.
Knowledge doubled from 4000 BC to the time of Jesus; then from the time of Christ to 1750. It then
doubled by 1960, 1969, 1977, 1984, 1991, 1994, 1996 and has been doubling at a rate of every 22
months since then. We currently generate 4x10 to the 19t power of bits of new knowledge each year.
That is more than all the knowledge generated in the previous 5000 years! Computers now double in
speed and capacity in 18 months. The amount of technical information is doubling every 72 hours! What
is the result of this information and technical explosion? Stress, anxiety, depression, mental illness, drug
and alcohol use, and other ill effects as people try to adapt to the enormous, rapid changes. There are 27
million searches on Google each month; what did we do before Google, the Internet, laptops, smart
phones, and all the rest? We read books, like the Bible, rested and slept 8-9 hours, spent time with our
families, worked and went to church. Knowledge is not power; it is a curse.

17. Signs in the heavens. Jesus said in Luke 21:11, “and there will be terrors and great signs from
heaven.” We know that during the Tribulation, there will be great signs in the heavens, including a large
comet or meteor hitting the earth with great destruction, scorching sun, and a plague of 100 lb. hailstones
that could be a meteor shower. However, prior to the Rapture, there will be terrors and great signs from
heaven. We are already witnessing immense solar flares on the sun that are getting larger and will affect
communications and increase radiation exposure. There is a great interest in UFO’s and movies abound
depicting the destruction of the earth’s population by various kinds of evil aliens from space. Satellites



orbiting our world can see anything and military satellites can fire weapons at other space objects or the
earth. The greatest terror is the threat of nuclear war with rockets traveling through space carrying
nuclear bombs into our nation’s cities.

18. Seventh Day. In 2 Peter 3:8, we read, “But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved,
that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.” What was Peter
referring to? God believes in perfect symmetry. The Bible is full of symmetry. God created the world in 6
days and rested on the 7th day. The number 7 shows the completeness of God. He judged Israel for its
sin of not resting the land every seventh year for 7x70 years according to Daniel, or 490 years; 483 years
were completed before Christ came to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday-to the very day! The last 7 years have
been reserved for the Tribulation, a terrible time for Israel and the world. If we consider that there were
2000 years from Adam to Abraham, and 2000 years from Abraham to Jesus, and 2000 years from Jesus to
now, that is 6000 years, or 6 days. On the 7th day, God rested. That is the 1000 years or Millennium of
peace as Jesus returns to rule this world from Jerusalem after the Battle of Armageddon. His return for
the Rapture of the church is near. The final 7 years, the Tribulation, are ready to begin.

19. Bible Codes. Itis only in the last decade, with the advent of high-speed computers, that codes
have been found embedded in the Torah, the first five books of the Old Testament. Rabbis have been
claiming for thousands of years that God put secret information into the Torah, by way of its writer,
Moses. This information concerns people, events, and dates in our headlines today. The codes are only
discovered when the Hebrew text is displayed continuously, without punctuation, and every so many
letters are pulled out, like a military code. Interestingly, the text the information is embedded in has a lot
to do with the person or event covered. The top US military code breakers have certified that this
information had to be placed in the Bible on purpose. God did it. Otherwise, how would someone who
lived 3500 years ago know what would be happening in today’s headlines? This is one of God’s ways of
getting the attention of a society immersed in technology.

20. Days of Noah. Jesus said in Matthew 24:37-39, “ For the coming of the Son of Man will be just
like the days of Noah. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood
came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.” The last days are compared to the
days of Noah. We know from the Biblical account in Genesis that the days of Noah were so evil and
violent that God decided to destroy the earth with a flood. Noah and his family were the only people on
the planet God elected to save because the Lord said Noah was righteous. He was told to build an ark and
it took him 120 years to do that. God saved Noah and his family in the ark, riding above the floodwaters.

We know from the accounts in the New Testament that Noah also preached to the people to
repent of their sins before the end. However, the people were more interested in their daily lives and did
not pay attention until the rain started; then it was too late. Sounds like the world today. Don’t fall into
that trap. The Lord is screaming at us through the Bible, preachers, TV, radio, ministries, the Internet and
every conceivable way to repent, the kingdom of heaven is near. Don’t just go on with your busy life and
ignore what is happening. Jesus is coming soon to rescue us in His ark that will ride above the waters of
judgment to come! Only those who are righteous will be spared.

How should you respond?

[ pray that this gives you food for thought as we approach the return of our Lord.
Jesus said in Luke 21:28, “But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.” After reading this, you should be asking yourself if you are
ready for the imminent return of Christ. If you have not given the control of your life to Jesus Christ,



surrendering all to Him and relying on His work on the cross to save you, then you need to consider doing
that right now. The alternative is too awful to think about. Eternity in hell is a long time.

The place to start is Romans 3:23: “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” You and |
are sinners, guilty before God. In fact, we are all sinful from birth, not only in our actions, but our
thoughts. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death.” Because of our sins, we deserve eternal
death, in a horrible place called hell. God’s Heaven is perfect and free of sin. He cannot allow sinful
people to enter it and contaminate it. We are separated from Him because of the sinful choices we have
made. And there are no amount of good works we can do to make up for the sins we have committed.
The Judge has pronounced us guilty as charged.

In order to repair our relationship with the Lord and allow us to enter Heaven, God became a man
and came to this earth. As Jesus, He lived the sinless life we can’t live and then allowed Himself to be
broken, nailed to a cross, to take the punishment we deserve. He allowed His blood to be shed for you
and me, to pay the price for our sins and to give us forgiveness and new life. Romans 6:23 also says, “But
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” It is not something we have earned or deserve.
He did it for us because He loves us too much to leave us going to hell. Itis a free gift. And it is only thru
Jesus Christ, our Lord. However, as any gift you receive from someone, you have to decide to take it and
open the gift and make it your own. God has given you the gift; you just need to accept it and say thank
you.

After He gave up His life for us, Jesus arose from the dead on the third day. He is God, co-eternal
with the Father, and could not remain in the grave. He ascended to the right hand of the Father and is
ready to return as King and Lord. The next event is the Rapture, which we have discussed above. Are you
ready for His return?

How can I be Born Again?

We read in John 3:3, “ Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Are you born again, by God’s definition? First, you must agree
that Jesus is the only way to salvation. In John 14:6 we read, “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” There is no other way to be born again and
have eternal life in Heaven. It is only through Jesus. Not through any other religion, Buddha, Mohammed,
Confucius, or your own good works. Jesus left us no other options. He is the only way.

Second, to be born again, you just need to follow the apostle Paul’s directions in Romans 10:9-10,
“that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth
he confesses, resulting in salvation.” You don’t need to go to church or follow a certain set of rules or give
money to be saved. You need to confess with your mouth that Jesus is your Lord, your Master and Owner.
You need to give Jesus the control of your life and stop trying to run your own life. He can do it better.
And you need to believe that Jesus is alive and will return as He said.

Revelation 3:20 says, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens
the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.”” Jesus is knocking on the door of
your heart and mind. He will never force His way in. It must be your free will choice to open the door
and let Jesus in. Are you ready to open your heart and mind to Jesus?

How do I give my life to Jesus?

If you want to give the control of your life to Jesus Christ, to be born again, then you must do the
following: confess that you are a sinner and ask forgiveness from God the Father, repent of your sins
(turn from that old life to a new way of life), and give the control of your life to Jesus, our Lord and
Master. Commit to follow Him, surrender to His leading daily through the Holy Spirit whom He sent to



live in us, and be used by Him while we wait for His return. Here is a prayer that you can say with your
mouth so that Satan and everyone else know your decision:

My Heavenly Father, thank you for loving me and never giving up on me. I confess that [ am a sinner and
[ am sorry for my sins; I commit to turn from that old way of life. I thank you, Jesus, for coming to this
earth, and dying on that cross, for me. [ surrender the control of my life to you. Come into my life and
make me into the Christian you want me to be. Thank you for saving me, Jesus. Amen.

Congratulations! If you sincerely prayed that prayer and meant it, God heard and He has
responded. You are now a Christian! When you prayed that prayer, the Holy Spirit came to take up
residence in you. He will never leave. Ephesians 1:13-14 says that the Holy Spirit has sealed you, or
marked you, as belonging to Jesus. He is the deposit, guaranteeing your inheritance of Heaven.

What do I do next?

Now, you need to grow as a Christian. This process is called sanctification. You need to be a
disciple, or a follower, of Jesus Christ and become more like Him. This involves spending time with God
daily in Bible Study, Meditation, and Prayer. We call this a daily Quiet Time (see the outline available in
our office). You need to start attending a good, Bible-believing church that loves Jesus and teaches from
God’s Word. And you need to start doing the things covered in the message “Who Will Be Taken in the
Rapure?” Remember, we are saved by faith, but James 2:26 says that faith without works is dead.

If you have previously asked Jesus into your life, but you are not living like we have been
discussing, and you are not absolutely sure you will be taken in the Rapture, then you need to make a
decision right now- for Jesus! You may or may not be born again, by God’s definition. Why not be sure?
Determine right now to rededicate your life to Jesus Christ. Pray the prayer above, and follow the
instructions, to truly become a Spirit-filled Christian.

Please let one of us know your decision for Jesus Christ so that we can celebrate with you and
encourage you to grow spiritually. Remember to always be ready for the Rapture. It could be today!



